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(57) ABSTRACT

Embodiments of the invention are directed to a system,
method, and computer program product for surveillance of
a secure area. The present invention typically includes a
memory, a processor, and a module configured to monitor
the secure area. In this regard, an embodiment of the present
invention may receive an indication that a user is within the
secure area and determine, using an authentication device
sensor, whether the user has the authentication device to
remain within the confines of the secure area. The user may
have continued access to the secure area if the authentication
device detected. On the other hand, the security personnel
associated with the secure area may be notified of an
unauthorized user when the authentication device is not
detected.
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SURVEILLANCE OF A SECURE AREA

RELATED APPLICATIONS AND PRIORITY
claim 35 U.S.C. §119

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation No. 62/032,294 filed Aug. 1, 2014, and hereby is
expressly incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Video surveillance assures the security of a room or
building by means of monitoring a secure area (e.g., build-
ing, room, or the like) or limiting the access to that secure
area to specific people and by keeping records of such
accesses. Most security devices utilize an individual-authen-
tication method to limit access to specific people based on
security tokens such as a fob, a smart card, a mobile device
token, or the like and limits access to only those people who
hold an allocated security token.

Nowadays, video surveillance requires a certain level of
synergy. Yet the security industry has continued to provide
disparate devices, with limited communication between the
devices. Even today, with all the technologies available, the
industry is struggling to fully succeed at building security
solutions that fulfill the users’ true needs—a cohesive sur-
veillance device that is efficient, non-invasive, non-propri-
etary, and cost effective. With recent advancements in soft-
ware technology, integration has become a popular
substitute for traditional interfacing to provide unity
between video, access, and intrusion devices with built-in
reporting and alert management functionality.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention address the above
needs and/or achieve other advantages by providing appa-
ratuses (e.g., a system, computer program product, and/or
other device) and methods for a security monitoring system.

Access management controls who should be permitted
access to facilities and restricted areas; where they can
access (e.g., rooms, terminals, buildings, or the like); and
when they can access these areas (e.g., certain times of the
day, certain days of the week, or the like). In addition to
controlling passage in and out of facilities or areas, deter-
mining who belongs and who does not, access management
includes the ability to observe and track movement in and
out of controlled/secured areas. Entities grant access for
various combinations of persons and assets, depending on
the needs and restrictions established by each entity.

Typically, access management includes intrusion detec-
tion and surveillance. Intrusion detection in general, is the
ability to know when a user has entered a secure area, and
may include the ability to determine the identity of that
person. This method of tracking includes both authorized
and unauthorized activity, and therefore may serve as both
a staff management and security management tool. Surveil-
lance is the ability to monitor a specified area.

In some embodiments, a security monitoring system is
presented. The system comprises a memory device with
computer-readable program code stored hereon; a commu-
nication device; a processing device operatively coupled to
the memory device and the communication device, wherein
the processing device is configured to execute the computer-
readable program code to receive an indication that a user
entered a secure area, wherein the indication is based on at
least a user image captured by a data capturing device and
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a sensor device; determine, using an authentication device
sensor, whether the user has an authentication device based
on at least receiving the indication that the user entered the
secure area; determine that the user does not have the
authentication device; initiate a first warning as an indication
that the user does not have the authentication device; deter-
mine that the user has not produced the authentication
device a predetermined period of time after the initiation of
the first warning; and notify security personnel that the user
has not produced the authentication device a predetermined
period of time after the initiation of the first warning.

In some embodiments, the invention is further configured
to determine that the user has the authentication device; and
enable the user to access the secure area based on at least
determining that the user has the authentication device.

In some embodiments, the invention is further configured
to extract one or more authentication credentials associated
with the user stored in the authentication device; compare
the extracted one or more authentication credentials to one
or more authentication credentials stored in a database to
determine a match; and validate the user based on at least
determining a match between the extracted one or more
authentication credentials with the one or more authentica-
tion credentials stored in the database.

In some embodiments, the invention is further configured
to determine, using the authentication device sensor, that the
user has produced the authentication device within the
predetermined period of time after the initiation of the first
warning; and enable the user to access the secure area based
on at least determining that the user has produced the
authentication device.

In some embodiments, the invention is further configured
to flag an activity/event associated with the user based on at
least determining that the user has not produced the authen-
tication device a predetermined period of time after the
initiation of the first warning; transmit a recorded footage of
the user to the security personnel; and initiate a second
warning to indicate that the user has not produced the
authentication device a predetermined period of time after
the initiation of the first warning.

In some embodiments, the invention is configured to
notify the security personnel using at least one or a visual
alarm, audible alarm, an e-mail, a text message, or a tele-
communication device.

In one aspect, a computer implemented method for moni-
toring a secure area for security purposes is presented. The
method comprises receiving, using a computing device
processor, an indication that a user entered a secure area,
wherein the indication is based on at least a user image
captured by an image capturing device and a motion sensor
device; determining, using an authentication device sensor,
whether the user is wearing an authentication device based
on at least receiving the indication that the user entered the
secure area; determining, using a computing device proces-
sor, that the user is not wearing the authentication device;
initiating, using a computing device processor, a first warn-
ing tone as an indication that the user is not wearing the
authentication device; determining, using a computing
device processor, that the user has not produced the authen-
tication device a predetermined period of time after the
initiation of the first warning tone; and notifying, using a
computing device processor, security personnel that the user
has not produced the authentication device a predetermined
period of time after the initiation of the first warning tone.

In another aspect, a computer program product for moni-
toring a secure area for security purposes is presented. The
computer program product comprising a non-transitory
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computer-readable medium comprising code causing a first
apparatus to receive an indication that a user entered a secure
area, wherein the indication is based on at least a user image
captured by an image capturing device and a motion sensor
device; determine, using an authentication device sensor,
whether the user is wearing an authentication device based
on at least receiving the indication that the user entered the
secure area; determine that the user is not wearing the
authentication device; initiate a first warning tone as an
indication that the user is not wearing the authentication
device; determine that the user has not produced the authen-
tication device a predetermined period of time after the
initiation of the first warning tone; and notify security
personnel that the user has not produced the authentication
device a predetermined period of time after the initiation of
the first warning tone.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other advantages and features of the
invention, and the manner in which the same are accom-
plished, will become more readily apparent upon consider-
ation of the following detail description of the invention
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings,
which illustrate preferred and exemplary embodiments and
which are not necessarily drawn to scale, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a high level process flow for a security
monitoring system, in accordance with one aspect of the
invention;

FIG. 2 presents a process flow for enabling a user access
to a secure area, in accordance with another embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 3 presents a process flow for enabling user access
after first warning, in accordance with another embodiment
of the invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates a process flow for notifying security
personnel, in accordance with another embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 5 presents an exemplary block diagram of the system
environment 500 for implementing the process flows
described herein in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 6 presents an exemplary block diagram of the system
environment for implementing the process flows described
herein in accordance with continuous monitoring of the
secure area.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF AN
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention now may be
described more fully hereinafter with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which some, but not all,
embodiments of the invention are shown. Indeed, the inven-
tion may be embodied in many different forms and should
not be construed as limited to the embodiments set forth
herein; rather, these embodiments are provided so that this
disclosure may satisfy applicable legal requirements. Like
numbers refer to like elements throughout.

The present invention is directed to systems, methods, and
computer program products for a security monitoring system
for controlled access to a secure area. Typically, access
readers are small devices located proximate to the entrances
to restricted or secured areas. To gain access to an area, a
user must present an authentication device to the access
reader, which in turn verifies the information on the authen-
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tication device with a back-end system. Commonly used
authentication device include both contact and contactless
smart cards.

As used herein, a “user” may be any individual requesting
authorization to access a secure area.

FIG. 1 illustrates a high level process flow for a security
monitoring system 100 in accordance with one aspect of the
invention. In one aspect, the process flow includes receiving
an indication that a user is accessing a secure area, wherein
the indication is based on at least a user image captured by
a data capturing device and a sensor device, as shown in
block 102. In response, the process flow includes determin-
ing, using an authentication device sensor, whether the user
has an authentication device based on at least receiving the
indication that the user entered the secure area, as shown in
block 104. In some embodiments, the process flow includes
determining that the user does not have the authentication
device, as shown in block 106. In one aspect, the system may
be configured to initiate a first warning as an indication that
the user does not have the authentication device, as shown
in block 108. If the user fails to produce the authentication
device after the lapse of the predetermined period of time,
the process flow may determine that the user has not
produced the authentication device a predetermined period
of time after the initiation of the first warning, as shown in
block 110 and in response, notify security personnel that the
user has not produced the authentication device a predeter-
mined period of time after the initiation of the first warning,
as shown in block 112.

Typically, sensors/detectors are often integrated as a com-
ponent of a system that and are configured to automatically
perform a task or transmit a notification of user detection in
an area. In some embodiments, the system may be config-
ured to initiate the process flow when the sensor detects a
user. Referring back to block 102, in one aspect, the sensor
device may be an electronic device with a predetermined
detection radius. In this regard, the sensor device detects a
user when the user is within the predetermined detection
radius of the sensor device. In another aspect, the sensor
device may use infra-red detection to determine any distur-
bances in the spectrum. For purposes of this invention, a
sensor device may be any electronic or mechanical device
capable of detecting a user. In some embodiments, the
sensor may be configured to be integrated with the image
capturing device, whereby, an indication that a user has
entered a secure area may cause the image capturing device
to flag any motion proximate to the sensor that was trig-
gered. In some embodiments, the system environment may
include multiple sensors enabling each of the sensors to
initiate the process flow described herein. In one aspect, the
sensors/detectors may include, but are not limited to acous-
tic sensors, vibration sensors, pressure sensors, proximity
sensors, temperature sensors, optical sensors, or the like.

As used herein, an “event” may include any user activity
associated with the security monitoring system. In some
embodiments, the system may maintain a record of every
event associated with a user attempting to gain access to a
secure area and populate a database with information asso-
ciated with the event. In this regard, the system may include
an event data recording device capable of recording infor-
mation related to user access. In this way, the system may
maintain a record of one or more user events associated with
the secure area. In some embodiments, the system may be
configured to record one or more event information associ-
ated with the event. In one aspect, the one or more event
information may include a time and date associated with the
event. In some embodiments, the event data recorder may
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enable the security personnel to populate the database with
additional event information. In one aspect, the security
personnel may associate the event with a user. In one aspect,
the system may categorize each event into one or more
different categories based on the nature of the event.

As used herein, a “data capturing device” may be any
device capable of recording user activity. In one aspect, a
data capturing device may be an integration of one or more
data capturing devices. For purposes of the invention, a
“data capturing device” and an “image capturing device may
be used interchangeably. In some embodiments, the system
may include one or more image capturing devices config-
ured to work in tandem to ensure coverage of the entire
secure area. In some other embodiments, the system may
include an image capturing device to ensure coverage of the
entrance/exit to the secure area. The image capturing device
may be any device capable of motion picture acquisition and
transmission. In one aspect, the image capturing device may
be connected to other devices/systems in the system envi-
ronment using wired connections. In another aspect, the
image capturing device may be integrated into a security
system using wireless connections such as wireless local
area networks, wireless personal area networks, or the like.
In some embodiments, the image capturing device may be a
smart device or an intelligent device, which in addition to
the image capture circuitry, is capable of extracting appli-
cation-specific information from the captured images, along
with generating event descriptions or making decisions that
are used in an intelligent and automated system.

As used herein, “accessing”, in the fields of physical
security and information security, may refer to a selective
restriction for a user to approach, enter, use, or operate in a
secure area.

In some embodiments, the motion capturing devices may
be capable of continuously recording activity within the
secure area and store the recorded activity in a database for
a predetermined period of time. After the lapse of the
predetermined period of time, the system may move the
recorded activity from the database to an archive for long
term storage, thereby clearing allocated memory space for
new activity data. Typically, archiving is the process of
moving data that is no longer actively used to separate data
storage device for long-time retention. Data archives consist
of older data that may still be necessary for future reference,
as well as data that must be retained for regulatory compli-
ance. Usually, data archives are indexed and have search
capabilities so that files and parts of files can be easily
located and retrieved. In some other embodiments, the
motion capturing devices may be activated by user events
and may continue to record until the event is over, or until
the recording time is expired.

Referring back to block 104, typically, a user may be
required to produce an authentication device such as a
secure token, a key card, proximity tag, a fob, or the like for
accessing a secure area. In some embodiments, the authen-
tication device may be an active device. In one aspect, the
active authentication device may include an on-board bat-
tery enabling the device to periodically transmit one or more
authentication credentials. In another embodiment, the
authentication device may be a battery-assisted passive
device. In one aspect, the battery-assisted passive device
may include an on-board battery configured to be activated
in the presence of the authentication device sensor. In yet
another embodiment, the authentication device may be a
passive device. In one aspect, the authentication device may
be capable of being activated by a signal transmitted from
the authentication device sensor.
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In some embodiments, the authentication device may be
ahardware device configured to include one or more authen-
tication credentials associated with the user. Some authen-
tication devices may store cryptographic keys such as a
digital signature, or biometric data, such as fingerprint
minutiae. In this regard, the system may be configured to
receive the authentication credentials from the authentica-
tion device, compare the received authentication credentials
with one or more authentication credentials stored in a
database to determine a match. Typically, the one or more
authentication credentials associated with the user are cre-
ated and stored in a database when the user is initially
granted access to the secure area. In some embodiments, the
authentication device may establish confidence in user iden-
tities to be presented to an information system electronically.
For example, the authentication device may be a certified
digital file capable of being integrated with a mobile device
in possession of the user.

In some embodiments, the authentication device sensor
may be an active device sensor capable of initiating authen-
tication replied from the authentication device. In some
other embodiments, the authentication device sensor may be
a passive device capable of receiving one or more authen-
tication credentials from an active authentication device.

Typically, the user may access a secure area by producing
the authentication device when the user is within or proxi-
mate to the secure area. Referring back to block 106, in some
embodiments, although the user may have the have the
authentication device, the authentication device may not be
exposed to be detectable by the authentication device sensor.
This may result in the system initiating a first warning that
the user does not have the authentication device. In addition
to initiating the first warning, the system may be flag the
event and populate the database field with the event infor-
mation including a date and time of the first warning.
Referring back to block 108, in such situations, the system
may be configured to enable the user to produce the authen-
tication device within a predetermined period of time after
initiating a first warning. Referring back to block 110, if the
user does not produce the authentication device within the
predetermined period of time after the initiation of the first
warning, the system may notify the security personnel.

FIG. 2 presents a process flow for enabling a user access
to a secure area 200 in accordance with another embodiment
of the invention. As shown in block 202, the process flow
includes determining that the user has the authentication
device. In response, the process flow includes enabling the
user to access the secure area, as shown in block 204. In
some embodiments, the system may be configured to deter-
mine that the user has the authentication periodically. In this
regard, the system may initiate a security system to deter-
mine whether the user within the secure area has the
authentication device periodically (e.g., every few minutes,
hours, or the like). In this way, the system may be configured
to remain in a constant state of activation and determine
whether the user has the authentication device at all times
when the user is within the secure area. This may be useful
in instances when a user’s access to a secure area is revoked
while the user is still in within the confines of the secure
area. In such situations, the system may be configured to
continuously monitor the secure area and determine that the
user’s access has been revoked and notify the security
personnel of the immediate breach in security.

In some embodiments, the system may be configured to
establish an authentication device to enable a user to access
specific areas within the secure area. For example, the
security monitoring device may be deployed in an entire
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building with one or more independent secure areas. The
system may enable the user to access specific secure areas
within the building, thereby securing one or more specific
areas within the building. In some other embodiments, the
system may be configured to determine an access level for
the user to determine which of the one or more secure areas
the user may access. In one aspect, the access level may be
based on a job description, a security clearance, a specific
group, or the like.

In some embodiments, the authentication device may be
integrated with an auxiliary device associated with the user.
In this way, the security monitoring system may allow the
user to access the secure area only if the user has the
auxiliary device. For example, the security monitoring sys-
tem may be deployed in an industrial or construction site.
The system may then be configured to integrate the authen-
tication device with hard hats to enforce safety measures
among construction workers. In another example, any facil-
ity that stores or uses a defined “highly hazardous chemical”
must comply with the OSHA (Occupational Safety and
Health Administration) and other related agencies to imple-
ment one or more protective gears for users working within
the vicinity of the hazardous material. In such cases, the
system may integrate one or more authentication devices in
each of the protective gears required by OSHA for user to
operate within the vicinity of the hazardous material.

In some embodiments, the one or more image capturing
devices may be configured to determine whether the user has
the authentication device based on at least the field of view
of the one or more image capturing devices. In one aspect,
the field of view of each of the image capturing devices may
be received by a central processing unit configured to
combine each of the received field of views to enable a
complete coverage of the secure area. For example, a secure
area with one or more enclosed areas may require one or
more image capturing devices for adequate coverage. In
some embodiments, the user may be in the field of view of
one or more image capturing devices at a time instant.
Ideally, the combination of the fields of view of the one or
more image capturing devices capturing the user at that time
instant are capable of receiving the user’s image from all
angles, thereby avoiding a “blind spot”.

In some embodiments, the one or more image capturing
devices may be positioned in one or more access points (e.g.,
doors, windows, or the like) associated with the secure area.
In some other embodiments, the one or more image captur-
ing devices may be positioned to capture the entire secure
area individually or synchronously to determine whether the
user has the authentication device, when the user is any-
where within the secure area. In one aspect, the one or more
image capturing devices may be integrated with one or more
authentication device sensors to determine whether the user
has an authentication device. In another aspect, the one or
more image capturing devices may be configured to deter-
mine whether the user has the authentication device. In this
regard, the image capturing device may be configured to
capture the authentication device within its field of view and
can compare the image authentication device with an exist-
ing image in the database to determine a match.

In some embodiments, the system may be configured to
enable a user to access the secure area for a predefined
period of time. In this regard, the system may enable an
administrator associated with the security monitoring sys-
tem to establish a temporary authentication device for a user.
For example, a user may be a visitor scheduled to visit the
secure area during a work day and assigned a temporary
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authentication device. In such situations, the system may be
configured to enable the user access the secure area for a
predefined period of time.

FIG. 3 presents a process flow for enabling user access
after first warning 300 in accordance with another embodi-
ment of the invention. In some embodiments, the system
may be configured to determine that the user does not have
the authentication device, or, the authentication device is not
positioned to be detectable by the system. In such situations,
the system may be configured to initiate a first warning as an
indication that the user does not have the authentication
device. In some embodiments, the warning may be a signal
transmitted to by the authentication device sensor to the
authentication device on the user. In one aspect, the warning
may be a vibration of the authentication device indicating
that the user may need to adjust the position of the authen-
tication device. In another aspect, the warning may be an
audible tone emitted by the authentication device based on
a signal transmitted by the authentication device sensor. In
yet another aspect, the warning may be visual (e.g., a
blinking light). Typically, the warning may be any indication
transmitted to the user that the authentication device is not
detectable. In some other embodiments, the warning may be
transmitted to both the security personnel and the user
simultaneously as an indication that the user’s authentication
device is not positioned to be detectable by the system.

In one aspect, the user may adjust the position of the
authentication device, thereby enabling the system to deter-
mine, using the authentication device sensor, that the user
has produced the authentication device within the predeter-
mined period of time after the initiation of the first warning,
as shown in block 302. In some embodiments, the authen-
tication device may not be detectable due to a malfunction-
ing authentication device. In such situations, the user, in
response to receiving the warning, may approach the closest
security personnel to examine the malfunctioning authenti-
cation device. In such situations, the user may be given a
temporary authentication device until the malfunctioning
authentication device is rectified.

In response to determining that the user has produced the
authentication device, the process flow includes enabling the
user to access the secure area, as shown in block 304. In
some embodiments, the system may determine that the user
has the proper authentication device with authentication
credentials to remain within the confines of the secure area.
In one aspect, system may record an event indicating that the
user has produced the authentication device within the
predetermined period of time after the initiation of the first
warning, and populate a database field accordingly.

In some embodiments, the system may perform periodic
status check of the one or more authentication devices,
authentication device sensors, image capturing devices, and
sensor devices to run a diagnostic test on the system per-
formance. In one aspect, the periodic status check may be
used to determine that the one or more users within the
confines of the secure area are authorized personnel with
adequate authentication credentials. In some embodiments,
the period status check may determine that the one or more
devices are malfunctioning. In such situations, the security
personnel may be notified of the malfunctioning device to
ensure immediate rectification.

Embodiments of the present invention may be deployed in
secure areas to detect unfavorable objects. In this regard, the
system may be configured to detect any unfavorable object
in possession of the user, when the user is within the secure
area. For example, the system may be configured to detect
objects such as firearms, unauthorized data storage devices,
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objects such as hats, sunglasses, or visors determined to
avoid the image capturing devices to identify the user, or the
like.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process flow for notifying security
personnel 400 in accordance with another embodiment of
the invention. In some embodiments, the user may not have
produced the authentication device within a predetermined
period of time after the lapse of the first warning. In such
situations, the process flow includes flagging an activity of
the user based on at least determining that the user has not
produced the authentication device a predetermined period
of time after the initiation of the first warning, as shown in
block 402. In some embodiments, only the image capturing
device proximate to the triggered sensor may be configured
to flag an event of the user in the area proximate to the
triggered sensor. In this regard, the system may be config-
ured to determine the approximate location of the user based
on at least determining which of the one or more sensors
were triggered. In some other embodiment, one or more
image capturing devices in the secure area adequately cov-
ering the area proximate to the triggered sensor may be
configured to flag an event of the user in the area proximate
to the triggered sensor. In response, the process flow
includes transmitting a recorded footage of the user to the
security personnel, as shown in block 404. In some embodi-
ments, the system may be configured to initiate a second
warning to indicate that the user has not produced the
authentication device a predetermined period of time after
the initiation of the first warning, as shown by the process
flow in block 406.

FIG. 5 presents an exemplary block diagram of the system
environment 500 for implementing the process flows
described herein in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. As illustrated, the system environment
500 includes a network 510, a system 530, an data capturing
device 544, an access control 542, an authentication device
sensor 547, a sensor and 549. Also shown in FIG. 5 is an
authentication device 540 associated with a user. The user
may be a person who initiates the system function by virtue
of being detected by the sensor 549. As shown in FIG. 5, the
authentication device associated with the user may be
detectable by the authentication device sensor 547 to deter-
mine a user access via access control 542. The system
described herein may be deployed in any area that requires
a secure access. In some embodiments, the area may be a
room. In some other embodiments, the area may be a
building. In one aspect, the room may be a part of the
building. In such cases, the system may be deployed for
secure access to either the building, or the room, or both.

As shown in FIG. 5, the system 530, the access control
542, the data capturing device 544, the sensor 549, and the
authentication device sensor 547 are each operatively and
selectively connected to the network 510, which may
include one or more separate networks. In addition, the
network 510 may include a telecommunication network,
local area network (LLAN), a wide area network (WAN),
and/or a global area network (GAN), such as the Internet. It
will also be understood that the network 510 may be secure
and/or unsecure and may also include wireless and/or wired
and/or optical interconnection technology.

As shown in FIG. 5, the system environment 500 includes
a sensor 549 configured to detect the presence of the user
entering a secure area. The sensor 549 is operatively and
selectively connected to the user and the data capturing
device 544 via the network 510 to activate the data capturing
device 544 in response to detecting a user. The data captur-
ing device 544 includes a memory 546 capable of storing
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any image/video captured and transmitting the capture
image/video to the system 530 via the network 510.

As shown in FIG. 5, the system environment 500 includes
an authentication device sensor 547 operatively and selec-
tively connected the system 530 via the network 510 and the
user. In one aspect, the authentication device is configured to
extract authentication credentials from the authentication
device 540 associated with the user and transmit the infor-
mation to the system 530 via the network 510.

As shown in FIG. 5, the system environment 500 includes
an access control 542 operatively and selectively connected
to the system 530 via the network 510. Typically, the access
control 542 is physically connected to the secure area to
enable user access. The access control 542 may include an
alert module (not shown) to notify security personnel if the
user entering the restricted area without proper credentials.
In some embodiments, the system environment may not
include an access control 542.

FIG. 5 also illustrates a system 530, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. The system 530 may
refer to the “apparatus” described herein. The system 530
may include any computerized apparatus that can be con-
figured to perform any one or more of the functions of the
system 530 described and/or contemplated herein. In accor-
dance with some embodiments, for example, the system 530
may include a computer network, an engine, a platform, a
server, a database system, a front end system, a back end
system, a personal computer system, and/or the like. There-
fore, the system 530 may be a server managed by the entity.
The system 530 may be located at the facility associated
with the entity or remotely from the facility associated with
the entity. In some embodiments, such as the one illustrated
in FIG. 5, the system 530 includes a communication inter-
face 532, a processor 534, and a memory 536, which
includes a system application 537 and a structured database
538 stored therein. As shown, the communication interface
532 is operatively and selectively connected to the processor
534, which is operatively and selectively connected to the
memory 536.

Each communication interface described herein, includ-
ing the communication interface 532, generally includes
hardware, and, in some instances, software, that enables the
system 530, to transport, send, receive, and/or otherwise
communicate information to and/or from the one or more
other systems on the network 510. For example, the com-
munication interface 532 of the system 530 may include a
wireless transceiver, modem, server, electrical connection,
and/or other electronic device that operatively connects the
system 530 to another system such as the access control 542.
The wireless transceiver may include a radio circuit to
enable wireless transmission and reception of information.

Each processor described herein, including the processor
534, generally includes circuitry for implementing the audio,
visual, and/or logic functions of the user input system 540.
For example, the processor may include a digital signal
processor device, a microprocessor device, and various
analog-to-digital converters, digital-to-analog converters,
and other support circuits. Control and signal processing
functions of the system in which the processor resides may
be allocated between these devices according to their respec-
tive capabilities. The processor may also include function-
ality to operate one or more software programs based at least
partially on computer-executable program code portions
thereof, which may be stored, for example, in a memory
device, such as in the user application 547 of the memory
546 of the user input system 540.
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Each memory device described herein, including the
memory 536 for storing the system application 537 and
other information, may include any computer-readable
medium. For example, memory may include volatile
memory, such as volatile random access memory (RAM)
having a cache area for the temporary storage of informa-
tion. Memory may also include non-volatile memory, which
may be embedded and/or may be removable. The non-
volatile memory may additionally or alternatively include an
EEPROM, flash memory, and/or the like. The memory may
store any one or more of pieces of information and data used
by the system in which it resides to implement the functions
of that system.

It will be understood that the system application 537 may
be configured to implement any one or more portions of the
various user interfaces and/or process flow described herein.
The system application 537 may interact with the user
application 547. It will also be understood that, in some
embodiments, the memory includes other applications. It
will also be understood that, in some embodiments, the
system application 537 is configured to communicate with
the data capturing device 544, the access control 542, sensor
549, and authentication device sensor 547.

It will be further understood that, in some embodiments,
the system application 537 includes computer-executable
program code portions for instructing the processor 534 to
perform any one or more of the functions of the system
application 537 described and/or contemplated herein. In
some embodiments, the system application 537 may include
and/or use one or more network and/or system communi-
cation protocols.

In addition to the system application 537, the memory 536
also includes the structured database 538. As used herein,
the structured database 538 may be one or more distinct
and/or remote databases. In some embodiments, the struc-
tured database 538 is not located within the system and is
instead located remotely from the system. In some embodi-
ments, the structured database 538 stores information or data
described herein.

It will be understood that the structured database 538 may
include any one or more storage devices, including, but not
limited to, datastores, databases, and/or any of the other
storage devices typically associated with a computer system.
It will also be understood that the structured database 538
may store information in any known way, such as, for
example, by using one or more computer codes and/or
languages, alphanumeric character strings, data sets, figures,
tables, charts, links, documents, and/or the like. Further, in
some embodiments, the structured database 538 may include
information associated with one or more applications, such
as, for example, the system application 537. It will also be
understood that, in some embodiments, the structured data-
base 538 provides a substantially real-time representation of
the information stored therein, so that, for example, when
the processor 534 accesses the structured database 538, the
information stored therein is current or substantially current.

It will be understood that the embodiment of the system
environment illustrated in FIG. 5 is exemplary and that other
embodiments may vary. As another example, in some
embodiments, the system 530 includes more, less, or dif-
ferent components. As another example, in some embodi-
ments, some or all of the portions of the system environment
500 may be combined into a single portion. Likewise, in
some embodiments, some or all of the portions of the system
530 may be separated into two or more distinct portions.

In addition, the various portions of the system environ-
ment 500 may be maintained for and/or by the same or
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separate parties. It will also be understood that the system
530 may include and/or implement any embodiment of the
present invention described and/or contemplated herein. For
example, in some embodiments, the system 530 is config-
ured to implement any one or more of the embodiments of
the process flows described and/or contemplated herein in
connection any process flow described herein.

FIG. 6 presents an exemplary block diagram of the system
environment 600 for implementing the process flows
described herein in accordance with continuous monitoring
of the secure area. As illustrated, the system environment
600 includes a network 610, a system 630, an image
capturing device 644, an authentication device sensor 647, a
sensor and 649. Also shown in FIG. 5 is an authentication
device 640 associated with a user. The user may be a person
who initiates the system function by virtue of being detected
by the sensor 649. As shown in FIG. 5, the authentication
device associated with the user may be detectable by the
authentication device sensor 647 to determine a user access
via access control 642. In some embodiments, the system
described herein may be deployed in a secure area that
requires the user to continuously require authentication
within the confines of the secure area. In another embodi-
ment, the system described herein may be deployed in an
access area to determine whether the user has the authenti-
cation device before gaining access to the secure area. The
system 630, the image capturing device 644, the sensor 649,
and the authentication device sensor 647 are each opera-
tively and selectively connected to the network 610, which
may include one or more separate networks.

For example, the system may be deployed at an airport
gate wherein one or more passengers are in the ticketed area
waiting to board a flight. Typically, the TSA (Transport
Security Administration) physically checks the validity of
each passenger’s boarding pass against an airline database to
determine whether the passenger is eligible to board the
flight in that airport on that day. In such situations, this
system may be integrated with the airline database to assign
each passenger with a temporary authentication device
capable of being detected by authentication device sensor.
The secured areas of the airport may include one or more
image capturing devices, sensors, and one or more authen-
tication device sensors capable of detecting the authentica-
tion devices assigned to each passenger and employee. In
one aspect, the authentication device may be issued to
passengers and authorized persons as a temporary authori-
zation to be in the secured area as well as providing boarding
access to the passenger’s boarding pass for the duration of
the flight. In another aspect, the authentication device may
be issued to passengers as a temporary boarding pass with a
temporary boarding access for the duration of the flight.

FIG. 6 also illustrates a system 630, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. The system 630 may
refer to the “apparatus” described herein. The system 530
may include any computerized apparatus that can be con-
figured to perform any one or more of the functions of the
system 630 described and/or contemplated herein. In accor-
dance with some embodiments, for example, the system 630
may include a computer network, an engine, a platform, a
server, a database system, a front end system, a back end
system, a personal computer system, and/or the like. There-
fore, the system 630 may be a server managed by the entity.
The system 630 may be located at the facility associated
with the entity or remotely from the facility associated with
the entity. In some embodiments, such as the one illustrated
in FIG. 5, the system 630 includes a communication inter-
face 632, a processor 634, and a memory 636, which
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includes a system application 637 and a structured database
638 stored therein. As shown, the communication interface
632 is operatively and selectively connected to the processor
634, which is operatively and selectively connected to the
memory 636.

In accordance with embodiments of the invention, the
term “module” with respect to a system may refer to a
hardware component of the system, a software component
of the system, or a component of the system that includes
both hardware and software. As used herein, a module may
include one or more modules, where each module may
reside in separate pieces of hardware or software.

Although many embodiments of the present invention
have just been described above, the present invention may
be embodied in many different forms and should not be
construed as limited to the embodiments set forth herein;
rather, these embodiments are provided so that this disclo-
sure will satisfy applicable legal requirements. Also, it will
be understood that, where possible, any of the advantages,
features, functions, devices, and/or operational aspects of
any of the embodiments of the present invention described
and/or contemplated herein may be included in any of the
other embodiments of the present invention described and/or
contemplated herein, and/or vice versa. In addition, where
possible, any terms expressed in the singular form herein are
meant to also include the plural form and/or vice versa,
unless explicitly stated otherwise. Accordingly, the terms
“a” and/or “an” shall mean “one or more,” even though the
phrase “one or more” is also used herein. [ike numbers refer
to like elements throughout.

As will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art
in view of this disclosure, the present invention may include
and/or be embodied as an apparatus (including, for example,
a system, machine, device, computer program product,
and/or the like), as a method (including, for example, a
business method, computer-implemented process, and/or the
like), or as any combination of the foregoing. Accordingly,
embodiments of the present invention may take the form of
an entirely business method embodiment, an entirely soft-
ware embodiment (including firmware, resident software,
micro-code, stored procedures in a database, or the like), an
entirely hardware embodiment, or an embodiment combin-
ing business method, software, and hardware aspects that
may generally be referred to herein as a “system.” Further-
more, embodiments of the present invention may take the
form of a computer program product that includes a com-
puter-readable storage medium having one or more com-
puter-executable program code portions stored therein. As
used herein, a processor, which may include one or more
processors, may be “configured to” perform a certain func-
tion in a variety of ways, including, for example, by having
one or more general-purpose circuits perform the function
by executing one or more computer-executable program
code portions embodied in a computer-readable medium,
and/or by having one or more application-specific circuits
perform the function.

It will be understood that any suitable computer-readable
medium may be utilized. The computer-readable medium
may include, but is not limited to, a non-transitory computer-
readable medium, such as a tangible electronic, magnetic,
optical, electromagnetic, infrared, and/or semiconductor
system, device, and/or other apparatus. For example, in
some embodiments, the non-transitory computer-readable
medium includes a tangible medium such as a portable
computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory
(RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable program-
mable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), a
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compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), and/or some
other tangible optical and/or magnetic storage device. In
other embodiments of the present invention, however, the
computer-readable medium may be transitory, such as, for
example, a propagation signal including computer-execut-
able program code portions embodied therein.

Some embodiments of the present invention are described
herein with reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block
diagrams of apparatus and/or methods. It will be understood
that each block included in the flowchart illustrations and/or
block diagrams, and/or combinations of blocks included in
the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, may be
implemented by one or more computer-executable program
code portions. These one or more computer-executable
program code portions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, and/or
some other programmable data processing apparatus in
order to produce a particular machine, such that the one or
more computer-executable program code portions, which
execute via the processor of the computer and/or other
programmable data processing apparatus, create mecha-
nisms for implementing the steps and/or functions repre-
sented by the flowchart(s) and/or block diagram block(s).

One or more computer-executable program code portions
may be stored in a transitory and/or non-transitory com-
puter-readable medium (e.g. a memory) that can direct,
instruct, and/or cause a computer and/or other program-
mable data processing apparatus to function in a particular
manner, such that the computer-executable program code
portions stored in the computer-readable medium produce
an article of manufacture including instruction mechanisms
which implement the steps and/or functions specified in the
flowchart(s) and/or block diagram block(s).

The one or more computer-executable program code
portions may also be loaded onto a computer and/or other
programmable data processing apparatus to cause a series of
operational steps to be performed on the computer and/or
other programmable apparatus. In some embodiments, this
produces a computer-implemented process such that the one
or more computer-executable program code portions which
execute on the computer and/or other programmable appa-
ratus provide operational steps to implement the steps speci-
fied in the flowchart(s) and/or the functions specified in the
block diagram block(s). Alternatively, computer-imple-
mented steps may be combined with, and/or replaced with,
operator- and/or human-implemented steps in order to carry
out an embodiment of the present invention.

The one or more computer-executable program code
portions for carrying out operations of the present invention
may include object-oriented, scripted, and/or unscripted
programming languages, such as, for example, Java, Perl,
Smalltalk, C++, SAS, SQL, Python, Objective C,
JavaScript, and/or the like. In some embodiments, the one or
more computer-executable program code portions for car-
rying out operations of embodiments of the present inven-
tion are written in conventional procedural programming
languages, such as the “C” programming languages and/or
similar programming languages. The computer program
code may alternatively or additionally be written in one or
more multi-paradigm programming languages, such as, for
example, F#.

While certain exemplary embodiments have been
described and shown in the accompanying drawings, it is to
be understood that such embodiments are merely illustrative
of and not restrictive on the broad invention, and that this
invention not be limited to the specific constructions and
arrangements shown and described, since various other
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changes, combinations, omissions, modifications and sub-
stitutions, in addition to those set forth in the above para-
graphs, are possible. Those skilled in the art will appreciate
that various adaptations, modifications, and combinations of
the just described embodiments can be configured without
departing from the scope and spirit of the invention. There-
fore, it is to be understood that, within the scope of the
appended claims, the invention may be practiced other than
as specifically described herein.
What is claimed is:
1. A security monitoring system, the system comprising:
a memory device with computer-readable program code
stored hereon;
a communication device;
a processing device operatively coupled to the memory
device and the communication device, wherein the
processing device is configured to execute the com-
puter-readable program code to:
receive an indication that a user entered a secure area,
wherein the indication is based on at least a user
image captured by an image capturing device and a
motion sensor device;

determine, using an authentication device sensor,
whether the user is wearing an authentication device
based on at least receiving the indication that the user
entered the secure area;

determine that the user is not wearing the authentica-
tion device;

initiate a first warning tone as an indication that the user
is not wearing the authentication device;

determine that the user has not produced the authenti-
cation device a predetermined period of time after
the initiation of the first warning tone; and

notify security personnel that the user has not produced
the authentication device a predetermined period of
time after the initiation of the first warning tone.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the processing device
is configured to pause the image capturing device based on
at least determining, using the authentication device sensor,
that the user is wearing the authentication device, wherein
pausing the image capturing device further comprises tem-
porarily deactivating the motion sensor security system for
a predetermined period of time; and enable the user to enter
the secure area within the predetermined period of time after
the motion sensor security system is temporarily deacti-
vated.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the processing device
is further configured to resume the image capturing device
a predetermined period of time after enabling the user to
enter the secure area.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the processing device
is further configured to extract one or more authentication
credentials associated with the user stored in the authenti-
cation device; compare the extracted one or more authenti-
cation credentials to one or more authentication credentials
stored in a database to determine a match; and validate the
user based on at least determining a match between the
extracted one or more authentication credentials with the
one or more authentication credentials stored in the data-
base.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the processing device
is further configured to determine, using the authentication
device sensor, that the user has produced the authentication
device within the predetermined period of time after the
initiation of the first warning tone; pause the image captur-
ing device, wherein pausing the image capturing device
further comprises temporarily deactivating the motion sen-
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sor security system for a predetermined period of time; and
enable the user to enter the secure area within the predeter-
mined period of time after the motion sensor security system
is temporarily deactivated.
6. The system of claim 1, wherein the processing device
is further configured to record a footage of the user for a
predetermined period of time based on at least determining
that the user has not produced the authentication device a
predetermined period of time after the initiation of the first
warning tone; transmit the recorded footage to the security
personnel; and initiate a second warning tone to indicate that
the user has not produced the authentication device a pre-
determined period of time after the initiation of the first
warning tone.
7. The system of claim 1, wherein the processing device
is configured to notify the security personnel using at least
one or a visual alarm, audible alarm, an e-mail, a text
message, or a telecommunication device.
8. A computer implemented method for monitoring a
secure area for security purposes, the method comprising:
receiving, using a computing device processor, an indi-
cation that a user entered a secure area, wherein the
indication is based on at least a user image captured by
an image capturing device and a motion sensor device;

determining, using an authentication device sensor,
whether the user is wearing an authentication device
based on at least receiving the indication that the user
entered the secure area;
determining, using a computing device processor, that the
user is not wearing the authentication device;

initiating, using a computing device processor, a first
warning tone as an indication that the user is not
wearing the authentication device;

determining, using a computing device processor, that the

user has not produced the authentication device a
predetermined period of time after the initiation of the
first warning tone; and

notifying, using a computing device processor, security

personnel that the user has not produced the authenti-
cation device a predetermined period of time after the
initiation of the first warning tone.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein determining further
comprises pausing the image capturing device based on at
least determining, using the authentication device sensor,
that the user is wearing the authentication device, wherein
pausing the image capturing device further comprises tem-
porarily deactivating the motion sensor security system for
a predetermined period of time; and enable the user to enter
the secure area within the predetermined period of time after
the motion sensor security system is temporarily deacti-
vated.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein determining further
comprises resuming the image capturing device a predeter-
mined period of time after enabling the user to enter the
secure area.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein determining further
comprises extracting one or more authentication credentials
associated with the user stored in the authentication device;
compare the extracted one or more authentication creden-
tials to one or more authentication credentials stored in a
database to determine a match; and validate the user based
on at least determining a match between the extracted one or
more authentication credentials with the one or more authen-
tication credentials stored in the database.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein determining further
comprises determining, using the authentication device sen-
sor, that the user has produced the authentication device
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within the predetermined period of time after the initiation
of the first warning tone; pause the image capturing device,
wherein pausing the image capturing device further com-
prises temporarily deactivating the motion sensor security
system for a predetermined period of time; and enable the
user to enter the secure area within the predetermined period
of time after the motion sensor security system is tempo-
rarily deactivated.

13. The method of claim 8, wherein notifying further
comprises recording a footage of the user for a predeter-
mined period of time based on at least determining that the
user has not produced the authentication device a predeter-
mined period of time after the initiation of the first warning
tone; transmit the recorded footage to the security personnel;
and initiate a second warning tone to indicate that the user
has not produced the authentication device a predetermined
period of time after the initiation of the first warning tone.

14. The method of claim 8, wherein notifying further
comprises notifying the security personnel using at least one
or a visual alarm, audible alarm, an e-mail, a text message,
or a telecommunication device.

15. A computer program product for monitoring a secure
area for security purposes, the computer program product
comprising a non-transitory computer-readable medium
comprising code causing a first apparatus to:

receive an indication that a user entered a secure area,

wherein the indication is based on at least a user image
captured by an image capturing device and a motion
sensor device;

determine, using an authentication device sensor, whether

the user is wearing an authentication device based on at
least receiving the indication that the user entered the
secure area,

determine that the user is not wearing the authentication

device;

initiate a first warning tone as an indication that the user

is not wearing the authentication device;

determine that the user has not produced the authentica-

tion device a predetermined period of time after the
initiation of the first warning tone; and

notify security personnel that the user has not produced

the authentication device a predetermined period of
time after the initiation of the first warning tone.

16. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the first apparatus is configured to pause the image capturing
device based on at least determining, using the authentica-
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tion device sensor, that the user is wearing the authentication
device, wherein pausing the image capturing device further
comprises temporarily deactivating the motion sensor secu-
rity system for a predetermined period of time; and enable
the user to enter the secure area within the predetermined
period of time after the motion sensor security system is
temporarily deactivated.

17. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the first apparatus is further configured to resume the image
capturing device a predetermined period of time after
enabling the user to enter the secure area.

18. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the first apparatus is further configured to extract one or
more authentication credentials associated with the user
stored in the authentication device; compare the extracted
one or more authentication credentials to one or more
authentication credentials stored in a database to determine
a match; and validate the user based on at least determining
a match between the extracted one or more authentication
credentials with the one or more authentication credentials
stored in the database.

19. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the first apparatus is further configured to determine, using
the authentication device sensor, that the user has produced
the authentication device within the predetermined period of
time after the initiation of the first warning tone; pause the
image capturing device, wherein pausing the image captur-
ing device further comprises temporarily deactivating the
motion sensor security system for a predetermined period of
time; and enable the user to enter the secure area within the
predetermined period of time after the motion sensor secu-
rity system is temporarily deactivated.

20. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the first apparatus is further configured to record a footage
of the user for a predetermined period of time based on at
least determining that the user has not produced the authen-
tication device a predetermined period of time after the
initiation of the first warning tone; transmit the recorded
footage to the security personnel; and initiate a second
warning tone to indicate that the user has not produced the
authentication device a predetermined period of time after
the initiation of the first warning tone.
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